Abstract: This Index collects the new names of syntaxa (in the sense of the Code of Phytosociological Nomenclature, BARKMAN et al. 1986) above subassociation rank found in the literature received by the Library of the Conservatoire Botanique in Geneva. For the year 1991 591 names have been listed. Each one is accompanied by an appreciation about its validity with respect to the Code of Nomenclature. 25 names are given in addition to the
Pursuing our work started in the year 1987 (THEURILLAT & MORAVF_~ 1990) , on indexing new names of syntaxa published yearly, we present hereafter the "Index 1991", containing 591 names of syntaxa higher than the subassociation rank (sensu BARKMAN, MORAVEC & RAUSCHERT 1986 ). Furthermore, one will find in addendum one name to the "Index 1988" (THEomLLAT & MORAVEC 1991 ) , 14 to be added to the "Index 1989" (THEURILLAT & MORAVEC 1992) and 10 to the "Index 1990" (THEURILLAT & MORAVEC 1993) i. e. a total of 616 names for the under given list. These names were compiled mainly upon consultation of the literature at the library of the Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques of the city of Geneva.
The "Index" follows the same principles as "Index 1987" (THEURILLAT & MORAVEC 1990 ) and "Index 1989 " (THEtrRILLAT & MORAVEC 1992 to which reference will be made. As previously, the classes are listed in alphabetical order and, in each class, syntaxa (order, alliance, association) are listed in the same way, the communities of Characeae, Lichens and The classes are retained independently of their nomenclatural validity. Quotation marks indicate that the name of the class used is, very likely, invalidly published (" Batidi-Salicornietea", "Byrsonimo-Pinetea caribaeae", etc.) . In the cases where syntaxonomic knowledge does not allow to attach a name to a class, the highest syntaxonomical rank known is retained, i. e. Pertusarienalia leucosoreae, Physcietalia adscendentis (communities of Lichens and Bryophytes), "Acacion karroo", "Brassico rapae-Capsellion rubellae", Cyperetalia malaceensis, "Eragrostietalia", "Heteropogonion contortg', "Lilaeopsidion andinae", Piptadeniostro-Celtidetalia, Plantaginetalia asiaticae, "'Saturejion bolivianae", "Sporobolion minoris" (communities of vascular plants).
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The 591 names of the "Index 1991" are divided into 86 classes and 14 other ranks, included the group "Incertae sedis". Seven classes alone include 201 names (34%): Asplenietea trichomanis (21), Astragalo-Brometea (25), "Coccothrinaceto-Plumerietea" (28), Festuco-Brometea (39), Quercetea ilicis (27) , Querco-Fagetea s.l. (37) and Salicornietea fruticosae (24) . Under the heading "Incertae sedis" 32 names (5%) are listed.
Regarding previous "Indices" (THEURILLAT & MORAVEC 1990 , 1991 , 1992 , 1993 , we would like to point out to the authors the high percentage of invalid, illegitimate or superfluous names, 236 (40%), for the "Index 1991" and 8 (32%) for the supplements of previous years. We, therefore, ask the authors to a closer conformity to the Code of Phytosociological Nomenclature (BARKMAN, MORAVEC & RAUSCHERT 1986) . We also ask the editors of journals publishing phytosociology to pay more attention to the nomenclatural aspects of the articles they publish. In our opinion, the conformity with the Code is as important as the quality of the data or of their analysis. For the "Index 1991", it may be worth mentioning that one author alone is responsible for more than one third of all the cases of invalidity and illegimity and, together with him, three other authors are responsible for more than 70% of these cases, provisional names not being taken into account. For the 237 invalid or illegitimate names l.lentioned above, the main causes of invalidity are 1) insufficiency in the original diagnosis or lack of bibliographical reference to a sufficient diagnosis (Art. 2b, 7, 8) (106 names i.e. 45%), 2) lack of giving a type to the name or by giving a type which does not fit the prescriptions of Art. 16 or 17 -"illegitimate type" -which together with Art. 5 cause an invalid publication (70 names i.e. 30% of all the cases), 3) unclear mentioning of the taxon's name forming the syntaxon's names (Art. 3g) (29 names, i.e. 12%), 4) provisional names (Art. 3b) (9 names i.e. 4%) and 5) non conformity to the form of the name (Art. 3h, 12, 14) (7 names i.e. 3%). We may also mention that for 54 invalid names (i.e. 23%) there are two causes of invalidity, what does not appear in the categories mentioned above. For instance, there are 33 names in categories 1) and 3) which also lack the giving of a type besides the 70 of category 2) for which this was the sole cause of invalidity. The causes of illegitimacy or superfluity (15 names i.e. 6%) relate to the form of the name (Art. 10), corrections of the names (Art. 29), homonymy (Art. 31) and to Nomina mutata (Art. 45).
In order to draw up as complete a list as possible in the future, the authors welcome receival of missing elements in the form of offprints. Any comments regarding nomenclature would also be appreciated.
So as to continue this "Index" in the fullest and most efficient way, particularly with compiling regional publications, it would be desirable to form a group of collaborators. The authors, therefore, invite all those interested to contact them.
INDEX 1991
Communities of Characeae, bryophytes and lichens Barbuletea 9 Aloino bifrontis-Tortuletum atrovirentis BRULLO, PRIVITERA et PUGLISI 1991 ass. nov. (: 150) 9 Pterygoneuretum subsessilis BRULLO, PRIVITERA Ct PUGLISI 1991 ass. nov. (: 149) 
